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Summary 

ÅCoastColour provides improved products, 

but problems remain 

ÅFLH provides improved imaging in BC 

coastal waters 

ÅMCI provides new data on Sargassum and 

intense plankton blooms 



CoastColour provides improved products compared to Algal 1, but FLH suggests 

that the band of high chlorophyll along the coast may not be real. CDOM is a 

likely culprit (13 March 2005.  CoastColour Web example, Area 7) 

FLH                                 Algal 1                        CoastColour 



13 March 2005.  CoastColour Web example, Area 7 showing low values in 

almost all narrow inlets, suggesting adjacency error, especially near steep 

mountainous coasts 

FLH                                 Algal 1                        CoastColour 



Strait of Georgia  

spring bloom 

Å Satellite FLH images give full area 

coverage interrupted by cloud (gaps to 

10d) 

 

Å In situ instruments at Egmont, buoy 

46146 and glider track give good timing 

 

Å Seeding blooms with ñMalaspina 

Dragonò occurred in 5 out of 9 recent 

years 

 

ÅSpring Bloom nearly 1 month earlier 

with seeding 
 



MERIS February 18 2009 

FLH                              Algal1 



MERIS FLH February 18, 2009  

MERIS FLH  



Malaspina Dragon  

MERIS FLH  



Surface chlorophyll patterns at one selected day in each year, 2003 to 2011, 

showing seeding in 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 3 dragons 



Blooms in Jervis and Sechelt Inlets imaged with MERIS FR FLH 
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